
The Cool Spring Times 

THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

Welcome to all of our new and returning families! I hope 
that all of our students and families had some time to re-
lax and recharge this summer, and of course read some 
preferred books! Our staff have been busy this summer 
enrolling new students, attending professional develop-
ment and preparing for what will be an exciting school 
year! As mentioned at BTSN, we have a number of initia-
tives which we’ll be involved with this year. This includes 
a Writing Workshop model in Grades 3-5 and continued 
implementation and refinement of the Pathways reading 
framework across the grades. We are excited to build up-
on our work with One to the World, an LCPS instructional 
approach blending key content, critical thinking skills and 
technology within a project based learning experiences.  

Among the paperwork which came home in the first day 
packet, please take a moment to see the PTA membership 
form and sign your fam ily up. Our PTA provides a 
variety of fun family events which serve to build commu-
nity, school spirit and raise funds that go back directly to 
classrooms in support of instruction. Please also consider 
volunteering over the year for our various school-PTA 
events. There is no role great or small- all are important. 
A team approach is part of what makes our events and ini-
tiatives successful, and most importantly, our students 
benefit!   

 

SPECIAL PENGUIN NEWS 

This year we will continue to feature our students that 
have made a personal accomplishment.  The 
‘Accomplishment Friday’ feature will air Fridays on CSPN, 
our local morning news show.  Please email Mr. Cadwell 
(Chris.Cadwell@lcps.org) or Mr. Casto 
(Matthew.Casto@lcps.org) to let us know about your 
child’s accomplishments.  This could be graduating to a 
new belt in karate, earning a scout badge, taking a class 
outside of school, etc.  Our students enjoy learning about 
their classmates on the news and hearing about them-
selves as well.  Students may bring in trophies or medals 
to show on the news show, but this will only be done on 
Fridays. 

SEPTEMBER, 2016 

9th 

 Jersey Day– Football Jersey or Shirt 

 

13th  

PTA Meeting 3PM 

 

14th 

Reading Under the Stars 5:30-7:30PM 

 

16th  
Spirit Day 

 

19th 

Boosterthon Begins and  Pep Rally! 

 

21st 

Guidance Goal Setting— Wear Grey for  
Positive Thinking (Growth Mindset) 

Join Scouting Night 6:30PM 

PTA Spirit Night at Manhattan Pizza 

 

22nd 

Futura BTSN 6PM 

 

23rd 

Spirit Day– Fit Friends Day 

 

28th  

Boosterthon Fun Run ! 

Laakso FD, AMK, 1-2 at 9AM 

McManus FD, PMK  at 12PM 

Gr. 3-5 at 1:00PM 

 

30th  

Hearing & Vision Screenings 
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Stay Connected with Penguin news and highlights  @CoolSpring_ES  

Cool Spring is continuing to implement the LCPS One to the World initiative. The follow-
ing are some key points about OTTW. 

--Supports students’ learning of content through authentic learning experiences which in-
clude opportunities for students to develop critical thinking, communication and collabo-
rative skills. 

--Four key elements:       Significant content and competencies 

                                             Authentic challenging problems in the world 

                                             Public product for the world 

                                             Connected with the world 

—A variety of technology tools are incorporated into the learning experience which stu-
dents use to research, create digital content, materials and presentations, as well as con-
nect with outside experts related to the unit of study. Students are learning how to use 
technology in a meaningful way and for a variety of purposes. 

—Students are provided the opportunity to learn and engage with content in a meaningful 
and deeper manner.  

—Students and teachers have the flexibility to exercise creativity in both teaching and 
learning. 

We look forward to sharing with and involving you in some of the exciting work our stu-
dents will do this year! 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

ONE TO THE WORLD MOMENT 

Regular attendance is essential in 
order for students to be successful 
in school. If a student is absent 
from school, an explanation is re-
quired. If your student is absent it 
is very important that you call our 
absentee line 571-252-2891.  
Leave a detailed message with your 
child’s name, homeroom teacher 
and reason for the absence.  Par-
ents may also email the school at 
CSP-Absentee@lcps.org for ab-
sences. The school day begins 
at 7:50AM and ends at 2:35PM. 
Students who arrive after 7:50AM 

are considered tardy and required 
to report to the main office to 
check in. Due to compulsory at-
tendance requirements, students 
who are tardy or absent on a regu-
lar basis will have a letter sent to 
the parent/guardian stating the 
concern and a request for improve-
ment. Attendance matters can also 
be referred for  direct follow up 
with an LCPS attendance officer. 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER  

The library is in full swing. We are 
checking in and checking out books 
daily. If anyone would like to volun-
teer to help in the library, please stop 
by. You do not need to make a regular 
commitment, just whenever you have 
time and would like to shelve books. 
Ask your child when their library day 
is and what they are doing in the li-
brary. You can always check the 
webpage for more information about 
the library.  

Chat ‘n Chew w ill also begin next m onth. Students w ill 
bring that information home on Sept. 8th. Students and parents 
will be able to read some of the newest books and eat lunch in the 
library once a month to talk about these books. This program is 
open to all 4th and 5th grade students and their parents. 

If you would like to help build our library and give your child a 
birthday gift of a book to donate to the Cool Spring Library, please 
see the website for a form or ask your child to stop by the library 
and we can provide them with one. For a $15.00 donation, your 
child can choose a book for our school and have their name placed 
in the front of the book. The book will remain on our shelves long 
after your child has gone to middle school and beyond!  

 

 

 

FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

This school year, our Music Teacher, Mr. 
Denton and I will be working together 
with all grade level performances. When 
a grade level has a performance that par-
ents can attend, I will be displaying a 
piece of artwork from each child in that 
grade level in the main hallways for par-
ents to view.  We feel that this will en-
hance both of our specialties and create a 
small "Fine Arts" event.  This also allows 
parents to only have to attend the school once to see student work 
in both of our areas.  We hope you enjoy this new change.   

We’re looking forward to a great school year!  

LCPS MENUS AND 
ALLERGY INFO 

The LCPS breakfast and 
lunch menu is available 
online at: http://
lcpshealthycafe.org.  

We will not be including 
the menu with the 
monthly school newslet-
ter. 

Several years ago, LCPS 
developed guidelines to 
promote healthy nutri-
tional habits amongst all 
students and to support 
students with severe 
food allergies. Related to 
these guidelines, we can-
not accept any cookies, 
cakes, cupcakes or other 
food treats for students’ 
birthdays; including for 
use during lunch. For 
classroom parties during 
the school year, the 
teachers will work in 
conjunction with room 
parents and in commu-
nication with parents of 
students with severe 
food allergies to ensure 
safe and health con-
scious food items are 
present. Additional in-
formation can be found 
in the Cool Spring Fami-
ly Handbook which is 
available online. We rec-
ognize that students like 
to celebrate birthdays, 
but these guidelines are 
in place for the safety of 
all students. We appreci-
ate your understanding 
and cooperation. 
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PE NEWS 

Ready for FUN! We will be working with Boosterthon this year for our main fundraiser, 
CSP Penguins Fun Run! It’s a 9-day program that kicks off with a Pep Rally on Sept. 19 
(AM/FDK, Gr. 1-2 at 9AM; PMK, Gr. 3-5 at 1:30PM. Then families will have time to get 
pledges for every lap your student runs (30-35 laps), and we’ll celebrate at the Fun Run 
on Sept. 28! With our big goal to raise funds for Chromebooks, a gym mural and teacher 
instructional grants, we asked the Fun Run experts at Boosterthon to power our Fun Run 
and make it more profitable, easier, and fun.  

Students will also experience an amazing character theme, BACKYARD BOX OFFICE! 
It’s a movie theme all about making a difference by getting into character. Our students 
will learn from five REAL kid difference-makers. From inventors, to world-class speak-
ers, to business owners, to world-record holders, these five kids will inspire our students 
to practice the five “Character Acts” and make a difference in our community. 

Donations will go toward Chromebooks, a gym mural and teacher instructional grants 
and to the entire 9-day experience. We invite you to help the school and PTA by reaching 
out to sponsors. Also, all families are invited to come out and cheer on your student at 
the Fun Run! Thank you for your support! 

In September, Grade 4-5 students will com-
plete their Pre-Fitness measurements.  They 
will be tested on their flexibility, cardi-
orespiratory endurance, muscular endur-
ance, and muscular strength.  Please ask 
your students about these tests and what 
goals they would like to set for themselves 
this spring!  

All grade levels will be learning the Five 
Components of Fitness (cardiorespiratory 
endurance, muscular strength, muscular en-
durance, flexibility, and body composition) 
this month.  We will play games and activi-
ties to help us learn each one and under-
stand the effects each component of fitness 
has on the body.  Students will understand 
the importance of each component and give 
example exercises of each one.   

 

 

The Cool Spring Elementary Running Club 
will begin Monday, September, 12th from 
7:30-7:45a.m. The club will meet every 
morning (Monday-Friday) with the excep-
tion of school closings, and delays.  In case 
of inclement weather, the club will meet in 
the gymnasium. All students are welcome 
and no sign-up is necessary!  Kindergarten-
5th grade students are invited to participate 
in this free activity!  Students must eat 
breakfast before attending Running Club.   

A quick reminder:  Please have your stu-
dents wear tennis shoes on their P.E. days.  
Shoes such as sandals, crocs, open toed, and 
dress shoes are not safe to wear during 
Physical Education classes.  

BOOSTERTHON! 
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If you are interested in learning more about the gifted 
education program or referring your child for gifted ser-
vices, please attend an upcoming Gifted Information 
Night session. During these sessions, gifted resource 
teachers will share information about gifted services 
available in the district, the gifted identification process 
and important referral deadlines. Gifted Information 
Night dates and locations can be found on our school’s 
SEARCH webpage and the district’s Gifted & Talented 
webpage. You are encouraged to check these webpages 
periodically throughout the year for important dates and 
deadlines. Most importantly, if you have questions about 
the gifted program, contact our SEARCH teacher, Ms. 

A NOTE FROM GIFTED EDUCATION 
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